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 Ctenopharyngodon idella, commonly known as Grass Carp, is a large herbivorous freshwater fish 

belonging to the family Cyprinidae.  

 It has a robust and elongated body covered in large scales, typically olive-green to dark gray in 

coloration.  

 The head is scaleless, and the mouth is terminal with no barbels. 

  Adult Grass Carp can reach lengths exceeding 1.2 meters (4 feet) and weigh up to 45 kilograms. 

 

 

 

 Originally native to eastern Asia, Grass Carp have been introduced globally for aquaculture and aquatic 

weed control purposes. 

 They inhabit rivers, lakes, ponds, and reservoirs with slow to moderate currents and abundant aquatic 

vegetation.  

 Grass Carp prefer water temperatures between 20-30°C (68-86°F) and thrive in environments with 

ample vegetation for grazing. 

Description 

Distribution and Habitat: 



 

 

 

 Grass Carp are primarily herbivorous, feeding on aquatic plants, algae, and submerged vegetation.  

 They play a crucial role in controlling excessive aquatic plant growth, which can otherwise disrupt 

ecosystems and impede water flow.  

 Their feeding habits can significantly alter the structure and composition of aquatic plant communities 

in their habitats. 

 

 

 

 Due to their efficient herbivorous feeding behavior and rapid growth rate, Grass Carp are widely 

cultivated in aquaculture, especially in Asia, North America, and Europe.  

 They are valued for their ability to control aquatic weeds in water bodies and for their high-quality 

flesh.  

 Grass Carp farming involves both extensive and intensive methods, with stocking densities and 

management practices tailored to maximize growth and weed control efficiency. 
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